The economic burden of pervasive developmental disorders in a privately insured population.
The objective of this study was to compare health care costs and utilization in children with pervasive developmental disorders (PDDs), asthma, or diabetes. Data for this investigation were derived from a large U.S. commercial insurance plan. Total cost per child and number of outpatient claims were significantly higher six months prediagnosis and 12 months postdiagnosis for PDD (N = 470) than for asthma (N = 550) or diabetes (N = 475). Controlling for age, gender, insurance plan, and prediagnosis costs, total cost per child during the postdiagnosis period was higher for PDD than for asthma or diabetes. Privately insured children with a PDD incur significantly greater costs and utilization and significantly more outpatient services than privately insured children with diabetes or asthma.